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Bagging it?
Madsen hedges on leaf bagging,

will ask for more time

pponents of a proposed law that would

end the practice of Kingston city work-

ers- collecting un-bagged leaves from
curbside may get more time to make their voices
heard. :

Responding to concerns from his Ward 9
constituents, Alderman Mike Madsen will ask
that the proposed leaf bagging law be returned
to committee for further debate. The law would
require leaves left at the curb for pickup to be
placed in bags. Currently, residents can simply

- rake their leaves to the curb where they are bagged
* and removed by city Department of Public Works
employees.

Madsen is expected to ask for more debate
on the law when the council meets on Thursday,
April 12 — a date moved from the normal Tues-
day due to the Jewish holiday of Passover. If the
motion passes, it would be returned to the coun-
cil’'s Laws and Rules Committee.

The proposal has the support of Mayor James
Sottile and Alderwoman Ann Marie DiBella (D-
Ward 5) but has drawn opposition from Minority
Leader Richard Cahill (R-Ward 6) who has ex-
-pressed concern that it would place an undue bur-
den on the elderly. In response, Sottile suggested
that inmates at the county jail could bag leaves
for older Kingston residents. Eligibility would be
based on homes with a senior STAR tax exemp-
tion. Inmates convicted of non-violent crimes
have already worked painting city firchouses.

Meanwhile the Civil Service Employees
Association, which represents city workers, has
taken a stand against the proposed law, saying it
could lead to the loss of jobs at the DPW. |

Jesse J. Smith |
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